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Chapter 13: Perfect Thighs 


sO 
WHAT'S UP? 
SOMETHING 
URGENT? 


to call 


YEAH, _ 


BASICALLY. 


Were you 
watching 
TU or 
something? 


i 4 








YOU DO FOR 
NEW YEAR'S, 
SHIMAMURA? 
VISIT 
RELATIVES 
OR SOME- 
THING? 


OH, SORRY. 
I WAS JUST 
THINKING 


ABOUT YOUR 
ri THIGHS. 



































Yeah, 








O-OH, they’re 
R-REALLY? so nice. 
/ Dy AO 
H-HUH, 2 xe yo 
i / 
SEEEE. 










ADACHI? 
WHAT'S 


sexually 
harass 
me? 





























AS SOON AS 
I PUT DOWN 
THE PHONE 
AFTER A CALL, 
I START 
QUESTIONING 
THE MOTIVES 
BEHIND IT. 


Z THINK IT & 
MIGHT BEA | 
BAD HABIT. 





IT'S NOT 
LIKE T'VE 
GOT MANY 
FRIENDS, 


+s SHE'S 

PRETTY 
MUCH MADE 
IT ALREADY, 

HASN'T 


HONESTLY, 
I DON'T THINK 


THAT'S A VERY 
HIGH BAR. 


DID SHE 
CALL JUST 
TO WISH ME 

A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR? 


MAYBE THIS 
WAS PART 
OF HER PLAN. 
70. BE MY. 
“NUMBER ONE 
FRIEND"? 





I CAN'T EVEN 
/MAGINE HOW 
IMPOSSIBLY 
HIGH... 


+ SHE'S 
SET HER 
EXPECTATIONS 
FOR THAT 
POSITION, 
AND FOR ME. 





THAT SAID, 
IF I 010 COME 
OUT AND TELL 
HER SHE WAS 

MY NUMBER 
ONE FRIEND... 


weed GET THE 
FEELING IT 
WOULDN'T 
REALLY 
SATISFY HER. 


THEY MEAN 
SOMETHING 





MAYBE HER 
DEFINITION 
OF “NUMBER 
ONE" /S 
DIFFERENT 
FROM MINE. 





wn THEN 
I GOTTA 


MAKE SURE 
THEY STAY 
THIS WAY... 








WAIT, 
WHAT AM I 
THINKING. ..!? 






































ONLY, I PAID 
FOR THIS 
LUXURY SPOT 
EVERY TIME 
SOMEONE 
ENTERED OR 
LEFT THE 


+eAND 
FORCED ME 
TO FEEL 
SOME OF 
THE WINTER 
AIR THAT 
STOLE IN... 











OUR TEACHER 
SWITCHED UP 
OUR SEATS 
AFTER WINTER 




















THOUGH, 
70 BE FAIR, 
IN ALL THE 

TIME I'VE 

KNOWN 


HER... 





















































selN 
EXCHANGE, 
I CAN SEE 
HER BATTLING 
WITH HERSELF 
INTERNALLY 

OVER 
SOMETHING, 








I OFTEN FEEL 
HER STARING AT 
ME LIKE THAT... 


+ APTER 
SCHOOL OR 
AT LUNCH. 


















I HAD LUNCH 
WITH HINO AND 
NAGAFUJI TODAY... 


+110 THAT WAS 

THE FIRST THING 
I HEARD HER 

SAY ALL DAY. 








I'D TRIED 
ASKING HER 
70 COME WITH, 
BUT SHE'D 
JUST SCURRIED 
AWAY... 


DO YOU WANT 
TO STOP BY 
SOMEWHERE? 





“..Z/NG, SO 
I'LL PASS...” 
WOULD BEA 

SUPER COLD 
WAY TO TURN 
HER DOWN, 


AT THE SAME 
TIME, WHENEVER 
SHE SAYS THINGS ADACHI GOES 


LIKE THAT... OVERBOARD 

weed GET THE ~ WITH THOSE 
URGE TO MESS ’ DEFENSIVE 
WITH HER AND > BARRIERS... 
TAKE THE OUTS 


SHE OFFERS. + BECAUSE 


SHE CAN'T 
REALLY GET 
A SENSE FOR 
HOW CLOSE 
SHE IS WITH 
OTHERS. 

















wNOW IVE 
MADE HER 
\ APOLOGIZE, 


ACCOMPANY 
You. 


MYSELF. 
















YOU MEAN 
SOMETHING 
SAVORY? 


YEAH, UMM, 
I MEAN, 
SOMETHING 


SHOULD WE 

GET SOME 

DONUTS AT 
THE MALL OR 
SOMETHING? 


ANYWHERE 
YOU WANT | 
0 GO? 


I'VE GOTTEN 
A &IT HARD TO 
READ EVER 
SINCE I GOT TO 
HIGH SCHOOL, 


E 


by 


" 
i 


SS 


S 


AN 





ACTUALLY, 
THAT MIGHT 


WHEN I LOOK 
BACK, I SEE I'M 

ACCUMULATING 

MORE RELATIVELY 
GOOD MEMORIES. 


THAT'S A 
WONDERFUL 
THING, 
ISN'T IT? 





«AND I'M IVE 
SURE I WON'T FORGOTTEN 
REMEMBER MANY THINGS 
MOST OF THAT HAVE 
WHAT'S YET HAPPENED 


70 COME. S0 FAR... 









































YOU IN THE 
MOOD FOR 
SOMETHING 
JAPANESE, 


REALLY? 


1...DON'T 
REALLY 
FEEL LIKE 
HAVING 
DONUTS 
TODAY. 








THEN HOW 
DID YOU DECIDE 
JAPANESE FOOD 

WAS OUT...? 













































































I'0 BETTER 
GET ONE FOR 
MY SISTER, OR 
SHE'LL SING THE 
"“CHEAPSKATE” 
SONG AT ME 
ALL DAY. 


OH, Hui. I 
GUESS IT'S 
THAT TIME 
ALREADY. 





VALEN- 


b 7INE'S! 


S\\ THAT TIME 


ALREADY... 
RIGHT? 


—IS WHAT 


THE POSTER | 








\ 


SHE DOES TELL ME 
ACTUALLY SHE HAS A 
HAVE A VALENTINE 

BOYFRIEND? IN MIND? 


FOR STARTERS, 
I'VE NEVER 
EVEN SEEN HER~ 
HANGING OUT 
WITH ANYONE 
BUT ME. 


























A \) 
WJ. \\ 
Ve)! 
























































i. THIS 1S JUST 
~ \} LIKE WHAT ; as ae 
HAPPENED 
Fg Z AROLIND 
¢ CHRISTMAS, 3 
IT SEEMS \ 
i] ADACHI — 
mk STARTS 
\ \ ACTING I Guess 
\ oBviousLy SHE Was 
= ‘STRANGE REALLY 
a LEADING UP Pairants 
aren 70 MOMENTS donee 
DON'T, LIKE THIS. ‘ 
THEN... | - 
so 
YOU EITHER 
WANT TO 
GIVE OR GET 
CHOCOLATE, 
RIGHT? 
T WONDER = ta 
WHICH 
IT Is... ~ 
; ; 
& se WHAT 
WOULD 
YOU SAY 
TO HANGING 
OUT ON THE 
FOURTEENTH 
? 





I OION'T SEE 
HER WANTING 
BOTH. ALITTLE 
UNEXPECTEDLY 
GREEDY. 
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\ | /  xvesousur  cHocoLares, 
/ SOME TO GIVE ? 
aany! 70 MY SISTER 
Y BEFORE, BUTI 
GUESS THAT'S 
ALITTLE 
7 DIFFERENT. 


COULD WE BUT 
DOITAS ADACHI SOMETHING 
SMOOTHLY AS AND ME? : EVERY-YEAR, 


THEM...... i? 


BuT 
ISN'T THE 
POINT THAT 
YOU POP THE 
CHOCOLATES 
DON'T YOU OuT OF 
THINK IT’S A NOWHERE AND 
LITTLE LESS §~— GIFT THEM 
INTERESTING — ON THE DAY 
OR LIKE, LESS ITSELF? 
NATURAL, IF 
YOU PLAN IT 
OUT AHEAD 
OF TIME? 
















IF I 
HOPE FOR 
SOMETHING 

THAT I KNOW 
1S COMING... 
+I CAN 

LET MYSELF 

BELIEVE. 


PROBLEMS, 
HUH? 





bj ADACHI'S ALWAYS 
ae NECK-DEEP /N- 
PROBLEMS. I FEEL 
LIKE I’M GONNA 
GO DOWN WITH 
HER AND DROWN 
IN DOUBTS TOO. 


im 
| 




















+ADACHI IS 
CLEARLY TRYING 
TO STEP OUT OF \ oa x 
THE EVERYDAY 
FLOW OF LIFE. 








IT FEELS LIKE \-~ 
SHE'S ALWAYS ’ 
TAKING THAT Ys 
STEPTOWARD | 
ME FOR SOME 
REASON, BUT... 


SOMETIMES 
IND MYSELF 
WN AWE... 





OP THE 
RESOLVE AND 
DETERMINATION 
THAT MUST 














WANNA D0 
A LITTLE 
VALENTINE'S 
CELEBRATION 
THIS YEAR? 




















+ FEELS 
STAINED IN 








BUT THIS 
DAY, THE 
FOURTH OF 
FEBRUARY. 7 





«AND THE 
NEXT TEN DAYS 
ARE GOING 
TO GIVE THAT 
GREY WORLD... 


+A DASH 
OF COLOR. 








my ROOTS ARE 
STARTING TO SHOW. 
MAYBE ILL JUST GO 

BACK TO BLACK. 
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All you 

Libras, 
watch out 

for some 
Keep your storms to 
eyes peeled shake up 
on your your love 

surroundings! life! 


THIS WILL 
BE MY FIRST 
TIME GIVING 

ANYONE A 
VALENTINE. 


IT'LL BE MY 
FIRST TIME 
GETTING ANY 
700, IF YOU 
DON'T COLINT 
THE ONES MY 
PARENTS GAVE 
ME WHEN I 
WAS LITTLE. 
































HOMEMADE... 

NO, MAYBE 
THAT'S TOO 
AWKWARD... 

HAVE ZERO 

EXPERIENCE 

BAKING 
ANYTHING. 


MAYBE I 
SHOULD DO 
WHAT I DID 
WITH HER 
CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT... 
+ ANDO BUY 
SOMETHING 
PREMADE 
THAT I KNOW 
SHIMAMURA WILL 
LIKE, YEAH, 





+ BETTER... 
T THINK. 






























J GET THE 
FEELING 
SHIMAMURA 
TRIES TO KEEP 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND HER 
FROM GETTING 
TO KNOW 
HER WELL. 





THIS 1S MY 
FIRST AND 


Both are pretty good, 
actually 


I GUESS 
SHE DOESN'T 
LIKE TO SAY 
“LIKE.” 

















8 
3 
§ 
i 
§ 
8 




































































Ors 
SHOULD 
WATCH 
OUT. 








NTHIS,ISIMY FIRST 
TIME TRYING MY, HAND 
_—AT ANY OF THESE 

_———EFKITCHEN UTENSILS. 


I FEEL 
LIKE THAT'S 


+ THE REAL 
TEST IS THE 
DECORATING 
AND STUFF 
THAT COMES 
ATER: I Just HAVE 
TO CHOP IT UP, 
MELT IT DOWN, 
AND THEN LET 
IT HARDEN 
AGAIN, HUH? 


+ ESPECIALLY STILL, I AM 
+ WAIT, SINCE THIS GETTING THE 
HANG ON. 


MIGHT BE MY 
THIS IS 


JUST A 


+-YEAH, FRIENDLY 
LIKE A 


FRIENDLY 
VALENTINE, 
60... 


ABSOLUTELY NO. 
CONFIDENCE I. 
CAN 00 THAT 
PART... 








ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
I'D REALLY 
LOVE SOME 





IO LOVE 
THAT SO 
MUCH, I’M 
IN TOTAL 
DESPAIR. 





I WANT OUR 
RELATION- 
SHIP TO BE 
SOMETHING 
UNIQUE 
TO ME. 


IN THAT 
CASE, MAYBE 
IT IS A LITTLE 
TOO MUCH TO 
MAKE IT FROM 

SCRATCH... 


THE 
RELATIONSHIP Wa 
I REALLY, 
TRULY WANT... 


WHERE I'M 
NOT THE ONLY 
ONE GIVING 
SOMETHING 
SPECIAL... 


+BUT WHERE 
SHIMAMURA 
PREPARES 
SOMETHING 
JUST FOR 
ME TOO. 








I HOPE ta 


SHE SAYS 
SOMETHING 
BACK, EVEN 

JUST A SHORT 
TEXT. 














































































00K 
(c@aOUMP? 


Next, f oon 
listen up, * 
Libras! 
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WITHOUT REALLY 
THINKING 

| ABOUT I, 1 GOT 
CURIOUS ABOLIT 

| THE ROMANTIC 
RELATIONSHIP 

| SECTION AND 














DIFFERENT 
INFORMATION 
HAVE BEEN EVERY DAY. 
WATCHING IT 
RECENTLY. 








I HAVE THE 
SNEAKING 
SUSPICION... 













+1 THESE ARE 
HARDENED NOTHING 
INA | MORE THAN 
DIFFERENT MELTED 
MOLD. | CHOCOLATE... 





THIS 
TEXTURE IS 
HORRIBLE 







PLUS, IT 
THINK I'D 
DIE ALITTLE 

INSIDE... 









DEFORMED. 


EVEN IF I 
PRACTICED 
EVERY DAY... 














ENDED UP 

WATCHING 
ME GO 

THROUGH 

ALL THAT 

TRIAL AND ~~ 

)), ERROR, 


4 eel 


Ps reed N 
| 














IF MAKING THE 
CHOCOLATE BY 
HAND 1S OLIT, 
THEN I SHOULD 

«+ TODAY WAS BUY SOMETHING 
THE LAST DAY PREMADE, BUT... 
OF THE ONLY 
WEEKEND I HAD 
LEFT BEFORE 











reo} 






















Va IT'S NOTHING |— + VALENTINE’S 
| BUT SCHOOL \ \ DAY. 
23 FOR THE REST |27 | 28 | 






OF THE WEEK. |__ 







































ve I THINK 
I MIGHT'VE 
MESSED UP 
BIG-TIME. 







I CAN SEE 
LOTS OF 
CHOCOLATE 
LUNCHES IN 

MY FUTURE... 










aN 10 


Monday 





EI 


( 
vy 
te 


IF NOTHING 
ELSE, I FEEL 
LIKE I TRY TO 
PUT MY BEST 

FOOT FORWARD 
wow. 





ACTUALLY 


wud GET THE 
SENSE I'M 
ALWAYS JUST 
A STEP AWAY 
FROM FALLING 
FLAT ON MY 
FACE... 





BUT NOW, 
MY LIFE HAS 
GOTTEN 
WNDENIABLY 
BRIGHTER. 





wlGA 
PRETTY 
GREAT 
WAY FORA 
PERSON TO 
LIVE, NO? 


FOR SAYING 
THAT. 


STILL, GETTING 
TO SPEND MY 
LIFE IN PURSUIT 
OF SOME SORT 
OF HOPE... 


SHIMAMURA 
IS MY SUN. 





I FEEL 
LUCKY THAT 
I'VE FOLIND 

MY LIGHT. 


ADACHEE, 
WHATCHA 
uP TO? 


CHEE-CHEE, 
WHATCHA 
TRYING 
TO DO? 





AHH, 
WAITING FOR 
SHIMAMURA? 


+ SHIMAMURA | | 
STILL TALKS py 
rome une "Sipe 
L, 
SHE'S REALLY 
SOMETHING. 
MAYBE SHE 
JUST DOESN'T 


CARE TO 
KNOW WHY... 


WHAT'S UP, 
ADACHI? 








MORNING... M- 
MOOORNING! 


SOMETHING 
ON YOUR 


IF I COME 

OUT AND SAY 

IT LIKE THAT, I WANTED 
I'LL JUST TO TALK TO 

EMBARRASS t YOU ABOUT 
WS BOTH. THE SUN... 


I SHOULD 
TRY TO TELL 
HER HOW 
THANKFUL 
I AMIN 
ALESS 
CONFUSING 
WAY... 


GRATITUDE 





IT wAs 
NOTHING 
REALLY... 





























WHAT? 
WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 






































I WANT TO 
BELIEVE I 
SAID WHAT 
I CAME TO 
SAY... 


BUT 
THERE'S NO 
WAY I CAN 
CONVINCE 
MYSELF 
IGOTIT 
ALL OUT. 
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Tuesday 


SO WHY 
DON'T YOU 
COME WITH? 


PLAY VIDEO 
GAMES AT 
NAGAFULII'S 
HOUSE? 


I DON'T 
REALLY 
GET VIDEO 
GAMES, 


THOUGH. 


slP I SAY NO, HINO 
AND NAGAFUSI WILL 

















7 


LAS | 





AS LONG 


ASIGET f 
70 BE WITH 
SHIMAMLRA, 


+s SHOULD 
I GO CHECK 
IF SHE'S 
FEELING 
OKAY? 


SHE DID 
COME 
TO VISIT 
ME ONCE 
BEFORE. 




















SHE HASN'T 
+10 THIS SAID ANYTHING, 
COULD BE SOI CAN'T 
TOTALLY EVEN BE 
POINTLESS, SURE SHE'S 
BUT... AT HOME... 
= 
cone? Shi ONCE I 
| ‘cece 
WHAT 
> ‘0 00, 
\ MY BODY 
= JUST TOOK 
O(— OVER, 
o> (0 \— 
zn 





: 7! 
; \ es 
\_- [_ HEtLooo! 7s = 





HELLOOO? 



































GOO0—I 
Cui GUESS SHE : SS] WHERE'S 
IMPECCABLE f SHIMAMURA?: 

I MUST TIMING. 
BE OFF TO 

SECURE 
FIXINGS FOR 

DINNER. 





I CAME BY 

TO SEE IF 

YOU WERE 
OKAY... 


+ BUT 
I THINK 
MAYBE I 
JUST WOKE 
YOU UP. 


CHECK YOU 
OUT ADACHI, 
YOU'RE 
SUPER NICE! 


& 
ee 


se 


THAT I THINK 

ABOUT IT, YOU 

SHOULDN'T BE 
ANSWERING 
MY DOOR... 


YOU DIDN'T 
COME TO 
SCHOOL, SO 
I THOUGHT 


OHH, SORRY! 
I LEFT MY 
PHONE IN 

MY BAG AND 

DIDN'T SEE IT. 












HOW IS IT THAT 
WORDS BECOME 
ae 
y 


THE 
ANSWER. 
«SEEMED TO 


BE FOLIND IN 
JUST FOUR 
LETTERS. 








WE'LL GO OUT, 
I'LL BUY THE 
CHOCOLATES, 
AND HAND 
THEM TO 
SHIMAMURA. 


THAT 
COULD WORK. 
THIS WAY, I'D 
GET 70 GO 
SOMEWHERE 
WITH HER 


NOW I'VE GOT 
NO CHOICE LEFT 
BUT TO WORK 
SOMETHING OUT 
ON THE FLY. 
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Thursday 





WHAT AM 
I GONNA 




















Z TURN 
AROUND 
AND ALL OF 
A SUDDEN, 
VALENTINE'S 
DAY 1S 
TOMORROW. 




















‘ow want to 9° 


rr 
ou free tOmorn you want 


here with me 




























+e THIS WILL 
BE THE FIRST = At 
CHANCE I GET \~ IT's 
TO SPEND 


TOMORROW 
THE DAY WITH an 
HER SINCE 
CHRISTMAS, 





CELEBRATING 
VALENTINE'S: 
DAY TOGETHER 
1S DEFINITELY 
PRETTY 
SPECIAL, 


ITSTt 









DON'T |. 
ee KNOW WHAT 
i i7e& SHE'LL SAY, 
THE PACT OBVIOUSLY, elles 
THAT I Get \\ I, WOULDN'T 
70 BE WITH \~ BELIKE THAT 
SHIMAMLIRA “IFT SPENT 


1S WHAT IT WITH JUST 
MAKES IT ANYBODY. 
MEANINGFUL. 


WHY WAS I 
OKAY WITH 
SITTING NEXT 
70 HER FOR 
SO LONG? 


TOMORROW 
APPROACHES. 


THIS FRIDAY 
MIGHT TURN 
OUT TO BE 
A DECISIVE 
BATTLE 
AFTER ALL. 





IF ANYBODY 
ELSE HAD 
WALKED INTO 
THE SECOND 
FLOOR OF 
THE GYM... 


veel'M PRETTY 
SURE I 
WOULD'VE 
DITCHED 
THAT PLACE 
IMMEDIATELY. 













LOOKS LIKE 
LUNCH'LL BE 
CHOCOLATE 
FoR A WHILE 
YéT... 


Adachi 


. and 
Shimamura 


ugh the Past 


‘ny Flower that Weaves Thro 
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Go Buy 
‘SOME SIDE 
DISHES 
AT THE 
BUTCHER'S 
FOR ME. 


YOU'RE 
FRIENDS WITH 
THE OWNER'S 

DAUGHTER, 

RIGHT? 











WHAT DO MY 
FRIEND OR HER 
APPRENTICESHIP. 
HAVE TO DO WITH 
ANYTHING? 


SHE MIGHT 
THROW IN 
SOMETHING 
EXTRA FOR 
YOU, RIGHT? 





DON'T GET 
(IR HOPES 
eae AF UTI 
ILD NEVER 
ee ;OMETHING 
aoe IKE THAT. 







































































il TARUMI USED 

OH, EIGHT 70 BEMY || 
CROQUETTES, BEST FRIEND 
WHEN I WAS 











WHO'D HAVE 
THOUGHT 
I'O RUN 
INTO HER 

IN A PLACE 

LIKE THIS? 


weed DION'T 
RECOGNIZE 
HERAT ALL, 


J HEARD 
AHH, WAIT. / SHE WAS A 
ARE WE TOO i> HARD-CORE 
OLD TO USE | DELINQUENT, 
"CHAN? BUT... 
I GUESS y 
WE ARE, 


BuT You 
DON'T MIND 
IF I CALL YOU 
SHIMA-CHAN, 
RIGHT? 


+ MAYBE 
SHE'S NOT AS 
BAD AS THE 
RUMORS SAY? 





= ih 
~ ope 


o 
































ACTUALLY, 
THOUGH? 













NAGAFUSI- 
SAN'S TAKE 
PY SHE BOUGHT 
LESS THAN 
A NORMAL 
HOMEMAKER. 


uP TO JOIN 
HER? 


A] 
THANKS \J 
FOR 
COMING. | 


\Zq 














Zain 


WELL, THAT 
SURPRISED 
ME. 


SHE SAID, 

“SEE YOU 
IS THAT LATER," BUT 
WHAT WILL THERE 
ACTUALLY BE 

A “LATER"? 














+elS THAT IT 
WAS A MUCH 
BETTER 
WAY TO PART 
THAN TO SAY 
"GOODBYE." 








"BOTH ARE 
PRETTY GOOD, 
ACTUALLY.” 
AND...SENT. 








HAPPY I GOT 
TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN AFTER 
\ ALL THESE 
YEARS, 














I GUESS 
IT'S NOT 
ALL THAT 
BAD... 


+1 TO HAVE 

SOMEONE 

SAY THEY 
WERE HAPPY 
TO SEE ME. 


THE 
CHANGE IS 
SLOW, NOT 

ABRUPT. 





"THE 
GREATEST 
WEAKNESS 

HUMANS FACE 
IS THAT THEY 
DETERIORATE 
GRADUALLY” 


«OR SO 
SOMEONE 
SAID. 
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Tuesday 


WE ROT BIT 
BY BIT IN 
PLACES WE 
CAN'T SEE... 


YOU REALIZE 
THERE'S A 
PROBLEM, IT'S 
USUALLY TOO 
LATE TO DO 





















































gor | 
PIRST?? 

aa DAMN My \ 
HINO AND mm } *) 
NAGAFUT! — | 
CAME TO a ( ~~ 
ME AND 6) 
SAID... - BY) 

| 6 - BY o/s 

"COME aN 

OVER, \S 8 WAIT — / Viv ‘\ 

WE WANT a THEN I'M \ 

70 PLAY \ 7, IN LAST ; 
MOMOTARO L y PLACE? Ae oy 
DENTETSU," | f 

WHICH / 

1S WHAT 
BROUGHT &K INS 
ME HERE. - — ie 

~ SN Se 
p — a 
——<its 


THEY SAY 


JERKS ARE 
REALLY 
GOOD 










S01 AT THIS 
Sine GUESS THAT GAME... 


MEANS YOU'RE 
REALLY KIND. SUPER-NICE, 


SHIMAMURA, j 


OF 


i 


WELL, GEE, 
THANKS. 



















YOU DON'T 


FORGET ABOUT ACTUALLY 
MY RELATIONSHIP NEED MORE 
WITH HINO AND THAN TWO —_ 
NAGAFUJI... PLAYERS 
FOR THIS 
GAME, SO... 


.,DOES ADACHI +1 01D THEY 
CONSIDER THEM REALLY 
FRIENDS? HAVE TO 
ASK US 


TO JOIN? 


PERSONALLY, 
THIS 1S MORE 
FLIN THAN I'D 
EXPECTED, 
SO I'M OKAY 
WITH BEING 
HERE, BUT... 





LET'S PICK 
UP WHERE 
WE LEFT OFF 
NEXT TIME. 


AS LONG AS 
OUR GAME 
DOESN'T GET 
ERASED. 


YEAH, THAT'S 
THE SCARY 
THING ABOUT 
CARTRIDGES. 











UM, DO YOU 
WANT A RIDE 


YOU SURE? 

IT'S PRETTY 
FAR OUT OF 
YOUR WAY. 
































ALL RIGHT 


DON'T MIND 


UNDERGONE 
QUITE THE 
TRANSFORMATION [J 
SINCE I FIRST 
MET YOU, 
MISSY. 


SAY THAT. 









































WAS THAT 
KINDA FUN 
FOR YOU TOO, 
ADACHI? 























YEAH. 








\ TEA iv ziti 


ams eral i L pom 


THAT 
REMINDS 
ME— 

I HAVEN'T 
BOUGHT 
ANY YET. 













EITHER r 
YEAH, TOMORROW BE OBE 


EASY AS OR THE DAY 
THAT. “AFTER, I'LL 
GO OUT AFTER 
SCHOOL TO 
GET SOME AND | 
GIVE THEM 
70 HER... 
























YOU HAVE 
A PRETTY 
GOOD IDEA OF 
HOW THEY'LL 
TASTE EVEN 
BEFORE YOU 
TAKE A BITE. 
STL, I 
DOGETA 
CRAVING FOR 
IT EVERY 
ONCE INA 
WHILE, 





MAYBE THERE 
/S MEANING TO 
HOPING FOR 
SOMETHING 
YOU KNOW /S 
COMING. 






















































WILL IT BE 
- AS FUN AS 
ADACHI'S 
HOPING? 
SHE ALREADY 
KNOWS I'M 


GIVING HER 
SOMETHING, 
AFTER ALL, 
































H BUT 
| || CHOCOLATES 
\| ARE SWEET. 







Adachi 


. and 
Shimamura 








WHAT'S SHE 
DOING ALL 
ALONE SO 

EARLY IN THE 

MORNING...? 











OVERSLEEP, 
BUT IF I KEEP 
\\ RUNNING AT 





HA-HA- 
HA! WHAT 
BALDERDASH. 
I'M A FULL- 
GROWN ADULT, 


SO I HAVE 
NO NEED 
FOR SUCH 
EDUCATION. 


YOU'RE A 
PLAAANE! 























START SKIPPING 


im ah 





QUITE A 
USEFUL 
NINJA SKILL 
THAT WAS. 


YOUR NINJA 
TRICKS DIDN'T 
WORK ON ME. 
I JUST CAME 

CK ‘COS 

I’M SUUUPER 

NICE. 


BE 
‘\) GRATEFUL. 


TRUE ENOUGH. 
YOU ARE 


SUUUPER NICE, 
IMA-SAN. 





my 
MOTHER'S 
PROBABLY 
OUT, SO 
I GUESS 
THAT'S 


+ ONLY TO I CAN'T 


TURN BACK BELIEVE I 
AGAIN. CAME OUT IN 
THIS COLD... 


FEEL LIKE 
A CHORE 
THIS TIME. 





STILL, 

I DON'T 
WANT TO 
STAY HERE 
FOR LONG. 


wees SHALL 
WE GO 
SOME- 
WHERE? 





ood 
SHOULD'VE 























am 


> gf 
I CAN 
\ ANSWER 
| \\\ THE DooR IF 
‘\\ you Like? 


\ 























OH, SORRY! 
LEFT MY 
PHONE IN 

MY BAG AND 

DIDN'T SEE IT. 


SHE SAID 
SHE HAD 
TO SECURE 
FIXINGS 
FOR DINNER 
AND LEFT. 


TALK 
ABOUT 
A FREE 
SPIRIT. 


WAIT, SHE 
SHOULDN'T 
BE DOOOING 

THAT. 


: 


YOU DIDN'T 
COME TO 
SCHOOL, SO 
I THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOU'D 
CAUGHT A 
COLD. 


SISTER. 


HEY, ADACHI. 
WHAT'S UP? 


PLEASE 
DOOO-ING. 





I CAME BY 
TO SEE IF YOU 
WERE OKAY, 
BUT I THINK / 

MAYBE I JUST |[— 
WOKE YOU UP, 








+ SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE 
LINE, I BECAME 
THAT PLACE 

FOR HER, 











I KNOW 
WHAT ADACHI 
WANTS 


THAT PLACE 
USED TO BE 
THE WALL ON 
THE SECOND 

FLOOR OF THE 
GYM, BUT... 


AS WE 
SHARED 
THAT SPACE 
BETWEEN 
JUST THE 








SHE WANTS 
PLACE YO 
LEAN ON, A 

PLACE WHERE 
SHE'LL BE 


* a 











DETAILS, 






+ HAVE 


ACCEPTED THE 
FACT THAT 
ADACHI LOVES 
CUDDLES... 


ve FACT THE 
TIPS OF MY 
FINGERS CAN 
FEEL WITHOUT 
A DOUBT. 






































I'0 PROBABLY 
FIND LOADS OF 
6000 CHOICES 
IE I TOOK THE 
TRAIN OUT TO 
NAGOYA AND TODAY AFTER - 
WENT TOA SCHOOL 1S THE V— 


DEPARTMENT ONLY CHANCE 
STORE, BUT... I HAVE LEFT 
70 00/7, 
DOI 
REALLY 
WANT TO GO 
THAT FAR 


THOUGH I BET 
THAT'D MAKE THOUGHTLESS. 
ADACHI HAPPY. 











CHANCE ADACHI 


WILL COME AND |. 
LUNCH 


WITH ME. 


san Con 
OMiNS & 
ae Tarun 











ze tuar's V 
HER FIRST 
QUESTION, 


Mind if 
1 
oh, or is atong? 
someone 
else going 
with you? 








SHE “USED 
TO BE" MY 

FRIEND, 
RIGHT? 

















YOU MEAN 
TI 
TJUST SCHOOL? 
HAVE SOME 
SHOPPING 
TO DO. 


U \ 
+ SHE 
PROBABLY 
WANTS TO HANG 
OUT, BUT... THIS 
FEELS KIND OF 
SUDDEN TOO. 





How about 
inside the 
train station? ( YOU WANT TO 
Like in front MEET UP? 
of the donut 
shop? 





ITLL 
HAVE TO 
BE AFTER 


THIRTY. 


WELL, T 50 I AM 
GUESS IT'LL SEEING HER, 
WORK OUT HUH...? 

ONE WAY OR 


BUT ON THE 
FLIP SIDE, 
SHE WAS 
IN FACT 

MY FRIEND 
BEFORE. 


MY BEST 
FRIEND, 
AT THAT. 








\ 
Gall Ended \ 








AFTERNOON” 
TERRITORY, 











CHOCOLATE? 
WHAT, YOU GOT 
A BOYFRIEND, 

SHIMA-CHAN? 


I GUESS 
WE'RE AT THE 
AGE WHERE 
THAT KIND 
OF QUESTION 















































I FEEL LIKE 
IM WITHA 
STRANGER. 


NO 
BOYFRIEND 
FOR ME. 
THEY'RE FOR 





+MY 
MEMORIES 
WOULD LOSE 
OUT FOR 








YEAH, 
BARELY. 














THEN I 
GUESS I'LL 
TAKE IT? 





BEEN INA 


WHEN I WAS 


WOULD T 
HAVE TALKED 
WITH TARUM/ 


SO YOU'RE A 
HIGH SCHOOLER 
TOO, HUH, 
SHIMA-CHAN?- 


ADACHI AND 
I SIT IN 
SILENCE 

SOMETIMES 

700, BUT... 





1 THIGIS A 
DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
AWKWARD. 





REMEMBER 


CALLED ME IN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL? 








i 


imi 
bop 
We 
UW 
0 








YOU'VE 
CHANGED A 
WHOLE LOT. 


THE BIGGEST 
ISSUE HERE, 





I WAS ENDLESSLY I CAN'T HELP FORGET 
CHEERFUL, BUT THINK OF ABOUT 
FRIENOLY WITH WHO I WAS AS CHANGING. 
EVERYONE, SILLY, A COMPLETELY 
AND FREE. SEPARATE PERSON. 


+. WAS 
HOPING TO 
FIND IN ME? 





HONESTLY, 
THAT MAKES 
ME LINCOM- 

FORTABLE. 


I WONDER 
IF SHE'S 
THINKING... 





IN THE END, _/, 

I FORGOT 

ASK ADACHI 
WHAT KIND 

SHE LIKES... 


Ty ee" 


I FEEL BAD 
MAKING HER 
TAG ALONG. 



































+1AND 
DECIDE IT 
ISN'T AN 

ISSUE. 





an 
7H 





iT : TARUMI 
j COULD ASK, 
"WANT TO GO 
SOMEWHERE?” 
OR “SHOULD 
WE MAKE A 
PIT STOP?” 
1 
| 
a > \ 
SHE COULD 
SAY ANY \ L} 
OTHER 
NUMBER | } 
OF THINGS, i 
i BUT... | — 


























s INSTEAD, 
SHE'S 
WAITING FOR 
ME TO SAY 
SOMETHING. 


\ JER 





























WAITING, 

I THINK, 

FOR THE 
OLD ME TO 
SPEAK UP. 


; 


2 
































rKNow __ |\\ 
WHAT YOU'RE 


TIMES LIKE \ 
THAT, BUT... |i 




















TARU-CHAN, 
Z’M TALKIN’ 
-| TO YOUU! 











SEE YOU 
LATER! 


KNOW JF 
THAT “LATER” 
WILL EVER 
COME, BUT... 
















+ EVEN SO, 
HER SMILE 
RADIATED 
SUCH 
WARMTH, /T 
PRICKED MY 
FINGERTIPS. 











THAT'S 











AHH, THAT 
FELT LIKE 
FOREVER. 





WHAT'S WITH 
THIS TEXT? 

IT’S LIKE SHE 
WROTE IT. 
AS FAST AS 
SHE COULD. 


soe THE 
FOURTEENTH 
WILL FINALLY 
, BE UPON US, 























122 





Adachi 


. and 
Shimamura 


I'VE HEARD 


we THATIVE 
GOTTEN 
KIND OF 
USED TO 
17, BUT... 


WE'RE NOT 
MAKING ANY 
PROGRESS. 














+e WON'T 
shimamura COLD... 
HOLE UP IN } 
HER KOTATSU 
TO HIBERNATE 
AND REFUSE 








paras 


see? CE 
































Chapter 17: Marigold — Finally, the Love That Embraces the Holy Mother 















































WE'LL 
GOTO 
NAGOYA. 


JUST FOCUS 
ON MAKING 
SURE THOSE 
THREE 
STEPS GO 
SMOOTHLY— 














LE 
COMES AFTER 
SCHOOL, 
YOLI KNOW. 


YOU'RE NOT 
GONNA MAKE 
IT "Tit THEN 
JF YOU START 
GETTING ALL 
NERVOUS 


A\ 


Now. 





ANY- 

I WAS WHERE IN 
THINKING PARTICULAR 
MAYBE YOU WANT 

NAGOYA... TO GO? 


SORRY, 
IS THAT 
TOO FAR? 













I SEE, 
SO THAT'S 
THE PLAN, 
HUH? 











UM...WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 






THINKING 
ABOUT 
GOING 
TOO. 


BY THE BY, 
BUY SOME WHAT DO YOU 
CHOCOLATES. WANT TO DO 


1, UM, HAVEN'T IN NAGOYA? 
GOTTEN THEM 


INTO HER? 


ABOUT THIS 
T00? 


11's ‘cos VY 
I THOUGHT 
THEY'D 

STAY FRESH 
LONGER IF 

I BOUGHT 
THEM THE 
DAY OF... 










AH! WE CAN 
STILL MAKE 
THE TRAIN 
IF WE RUN! 


IT’S FINE, 


YOU CAN 
No, YOU 
you SHOULD HAVE IT. 


WERE TAKE IT. 
SLEEPING 
IN CLASS. 








I CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK 
THAT'S NOT 







wlTSA 
MYSTERY. 


Quick 
BREATHER! 


LOOKS LIKE 
THERE'S 
JUST ONE 
SEAT OPEN. 





DON'T 
YOU SIT, 
ADACHI? 








THING'S OFF. 
SHIMAMURA'S 
LAUGHING A 
LOT TODAY. 


IS SHE IN 
A GOOD 
M000? I-15 
IT BECAUSE 


SHE'S 
W-WITH ME? 


DOES MY 


FACE LOOK 
WEIRD 


BY ANY. 
CHANCE? 


| GOTTEN INTO bs 
HER TODAY? in 
iP 


No 


iy 
iN 











+1 SEEING 
HER HAVE FLIN 
1S HELPING 
MY NERVES 
RELAX A BIT. 











BUT YOU'LL 
HAVE TO WAIT 
WITH ME IF WE 


| THAT LooKs 
GOOD, DON'T 
\ YOU THINK? 





STILL... 





















































IT'S USUALLY 
ALITTLE 
HARD TO GET 
SHIMAMURA 


T ACTUALLY 
BOUGHT 
MINE AT THE 
SAME SHOP 
YESTERDAY! 


«MAYBE THEY 
LOOKED SO GOOD, 
SHE WANTED 
TO TRY THEM 
FOR HERSELF? 


COULD THAT 
BEIT? 


WHY DID SHE 
SUGGEST WE 
GO TO THAT 
STORE... 
wl SHE 


KNEW WE'D 
END UP GIVING 
EACH OTHER 
THE SAME 
THING...? 











CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS? 


SO HERE 
GOES OUR 
EXCHANGE. 


SHIMAMURA 
AND I ARE 
GIVING 
EACH OTHER 
THE SAME 


IN ITSELF... 


+, DOES THIS 
DAY HOLD 
ANY OTHER 
DEEPER 
MEANING? 


MAKE SURE 
YOU EAT THEM 
SOON AND DON'T 
SAVE THEM FOR 
TOO LONG, 
OKAY? 





AHH, SHE SUPER 
CAN DOUBT CLOSE. 
ME ALL SHE 

WANTS IE 


SHE STAYS 
LIKE THIS... 








GOOD. YOU 
DO REALLY 
LIKE THEM. 





Y “iii 


Veit 








* 4 @ clock 
A Wi ») 6IK... 
¢ 
aah vert 
i LUM etaatwe. 



























BUT I 




















Gay FIGURED I THERE'S 
; WOULDN'T AND THis LATE- 
sen, A VET'S KEEP GET TO SEE réentan “Near 
MAKING NEW. IT MYSELF ENTRY INTO A FORTUNE 












SWEEPSTAKES TELLER 


THEY WERE IOW OF 
RUNNING. May! ON 


MEMORIES..." 






THE MESSAGE 
VAGUE AND 
HARMLESS. 


I MEAN NOTHING 
LIKE...UMM, SPECIFIC. 
YOU WANT 
ASPECIFIC 
EXAMPLE? 


0 You 
MEAN LIKE, 
MEMORIES: 
IN A CERTAIN 
VEIN... 








ceRTAIN \t +} 
VEIN...? \ 


vii 


BUT YOU KNOW, 
I THINK THAT 
MESSAGE TURNED 
OUT TO BE THE 
PERFECT ONE TO }= 
‘SEE WITH YOU. 


YOUR FACE 
POPPED INTO 
MY MIND WHEN 
I WAS SENDING 
THE SUBMISSION 


«I TRIED INASO: 


WRITING 
SOMETHING 
ALONG THOSE 
LINES. 


















































Ge 















| 
f \ a 
SHIMAMURA 
WANTS TO 
IKEERIMAKING, 
MEMORIES, 
WiTHIMEN 


Ba = 


THAT THOUGHT 
ALONE /S 
OVERWHELMING 
MEWITH A 
RUSH OF 
EMOTIONS... 


a 
Hae \ 








UM... 


ANYTHING, 
GOT IT? 


IF 1 ASK FOR 
PERMISSION 
























































I CAN'T SEE 
ANYONE BUT 
SHIMAMLURA. 


JUDGING. 


YOU'RE ALL 
SKIN AND 
BONES, 
ADACHI. 
THAT'S 
WHY You 
CAN'T STAY 











YOU DIDN'T 
GO WITH THE 
CHINESE DRESS 
ToDAy? 


Adachi 


. and 
Shimamura 





I'VE NEVER 
y REALLY 
y STRONGLY 
\ WISHED FOR 
ANYTHING. 


400K, A N 
GIRAFFE! 









LOOKING 
BACK, I 
THINK I(T ALL 
STARTED 
WHEN I WAS 
AID. 































EVER SINCE 
THAT DAY, 
WHEN I 
’ COULDN'T 
. x MANAGE TO 

SAY WHAT I 
WANTED... 
+I STARTED 
PULLING BACK 
FROM ANY 
\ HOPES THAT 
DIO WELL UP 
INSIDE. 




















IID THAT SO 
MANY TIMES, 
OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN, 
THAT I FORGOT 
HOW TO 
REALLY WANT 
S| SOMETHING... 


+AND LOST 
INTEREST 
/N WHAT 
WENT ON 
AROLIND ME. 


MY OWN 
SELF-IMAGE 
) GREW HAZY. 
































/T BEST TO 
JUST CLOSE 
MY EYES TO 
STUFF LIKE 


“| ...BEFORE |e 
IT EVEN 
BEGAN. 











HOW MANY 
YEARS IN 
A ROW 
IS THAT 
WW" 


LOOKS 
LIKE I'M 
STUCK WITH 
YOU AGAIN 


FOR YEAR 
TWO, HUH? 


i\\| 


r 
Mk 

















O SOMETIMES, 
I WONDER 

WHICH IS THE 
REAL ME... 


























«+1 THE PERSON 


























Special Thanks 





Hitoma lruma-sense’ 
My editor 


My designer, my assistants 





Everyone at Kadokawa 





And fo all my readers 





THE DILEMMA OF THE BUTCHERY PATRON 





WHAT 
ARE YOU 
MOANING AND 
PRETENDING 


WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
IN RACKING 
YOUR BRAIN 
OVER IT WHEN 
YOU'LL JUST 
FORGET IN 
ABOUT THREE 
SECONDS!? 











eT PLAN TO 
IMMEDIATELY 
RETURN TO 
OUR HOME. 


WHEREVER 
MIGHT 
THEY BE? 


























I DON'T 
REALLY GET IT, 
BUT FOR NOW f 
Let's Just / 
PROMISE WE'LL ne 
COME BACK ( 
NEXT YEAR! ° we 
IF WE CAN'T A 4 | 
KEEP THE 3} 
PROMISE, WE 
CAN Just aa 
SAY THAT. 


GY 
—Yy) 

GH) 
\Od = 












































THE PROMISE OF DESTINY 


TO COLLECT 
CHOCOLATES! 


I'VE COME 
TO COLLECT 


IN FOR CHOCOLATES. 
VALENTINE'S 
DAY? 


TILL GIVE 
YOU SOME IF 
YOU GIVE ME 

\ SOME T00, 

YACHEE. 


VALENTINES: 








Adachi end Shimamura. 3) 


art: Moke Yuzuhara oricinat story: Hitoma Iruma _ cnaracter vesicn: Non 


Translation: Alexandra McCullough-Garcia 
Lettering: Alexis Eckerman 


This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the 
author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or 
persons, living or dead, is coincidental. 


ADACHI TO SHIMAMURA Vol. 3 
©Moke Yuzuhara/Hitoma Iruma 2021 
First published in Japan in 2021 by KADOKAWA CORPORATION, Tokyo. 
English translation rights arranged with KADOKAWA CORPORATION, Tokyo through 
Tuttle-Mori Agency, Inc., Tokyo. 
English translation © 2022 by Yen Press, LLC 
Yen Press, LLC supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The purpose 
of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our 
culture. 

The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book without permission is a theft of the 
author's intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other 
than for review purposes), please contact the publisher. Thank you for your support of the 
author's rights. 

Yen Press 
150 West 30th Street, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 


Visit us at yenpress.com 


facebook.com/yenpress yenpress.tumblr.com 
twitter.com/yenpress instagram.com/yenpress 


First Yen Press Edition: May 2022 


Yen Press is an imprint of Yen Press, LLC. 
The Yen Press name and logo are trademarks of Yen Press, LLC. 


The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) 
that are not owned by the publisher. 


Library of Congress Control Number: 2020948852 


ISBNs: 978-1-9753-4282-1 (paperback) 
978-1-9753-4283-8 (ebook) 


10987654321 
WOR 


Printed in the United States of America 


You’re 
reading the 
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for an original short story 
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later, pricks of regret hit me for letting that happen. That regret 
would at times thin out—at others rush me like violent waves that 
filled my head to the brim, just like now. 

Back when we were close, I ran into her in town so many times. 
But strangely enough, once we grew apart, I never came across her 
again. If your heart or state of mind could naturally shape how close 
you were with someone or determine who you met, I think I’d be set. 
It wasn’t just her—there were plenty of other friends I’d lost touch 
with along the way. 

But she was the only one I ever thought about. 

She must’ve been special, in so many ways. I’m sure of it. 


I searched the sky for the moon that had not yet risen and 
thought, Where is that special one floating now? Then I left school behind 
and headed first to the butchery. I could’ve just as easily gone straight 
to the supermarket, but I decided on this order on the spot. That was 
all, I swear. It was just a feeling, a mood. 

..If your heart or state of mind could naturally shape how close 





you were with someone or determine who you met, I was set. At least, 
that’s how I took it. And then, just like looking up to see that the moon 
had silently risen in the blue sky, I found something unexpected. 

I found that girl. 

‘Together with Shima-chan. 


Hitoma Iruma 


My mother always decided which pit stops I’d make after school. 
I was in charge of about half the housework. But that’s just the way 
our family worked; I wasn’t unsatisfied or anything. Plus, even if I 
had a lot of free time on my hands, I wouldn’t have too much to do 
with it. 

Sometimes, I hear news about that girl through my mom’s 
connections. I’d heard she hadn’t gotten along with her parents in 
middle school, which surprised me since she hadn’t seemed like the 
type. The girl I knew was cheerful and could wrap you up with her 
smile, That’s just the kind of girl she was. 

I’ve been thinking about her a lot lately. Does that mean I want 
to see her again? 

I didn’t have any friends I felt close enough to rely on, so maybe 
my heart had started leaning in that direction. If I wanted to see her, 
I could easily do it. We both knew where the other lived. But she was 
so far away. Emotionally, she was miles and miles from me. 


Which one of us left the other first? If one of us took the first step, 
would the other follow suit and bring us closer? 

I'd only heard stories about her, so I didn’t know what she looked 
like anymore. If I ever passed her on the street, would I recognize 
her? Would she...? No, definitely not. She might not even remember 
meat all. 

That girl I knew was soft, super-bouncy, and flew every which 
way. In the past, I would hold on to her hand and get to fly with her. 
But I let go of that hand once, and she never came back. I didn’t chase 
after her, either. 

Once I got to middle school, everyone around me and I got so 
busy and overwhelmed that I lost sight of her. Then, a little while 
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“Heh-heh-heh, I am a little taller than you, Shima-chan.” 
“But I’m gonna outgrow you next year.” 

“Nuh-uh, ’cos I’m gonna grow even more.” 

“Fine, then how about we both grow together?” 

“Okay... That’s what I love about you, Shima-chan.” 


“Don’t you just? Don’t you just? Ha-ha-ha!” 


«“ 






‘ou knew?” 

“Shima-chan, what class are you—?” 
“Shima-chan, wait up!” 

“Hey, Shima-chan...” 
“Shima-chan!” 


Memories floated to the surface of my mind as I let the sounds of 
class wash over me. The recollections rose up like bubbles and hit the 
ceiling without popping, never disappearing, growing and growing 
in number...and threatening to suffocate me. The blackboard I had 
been consciously avoiding was now completely covered in white so 
thick that I couldn’t see past it if I tried. 

“Just give up already,” I whisper to myself, softly so nobody else 
can hear. 

Class had finished, and I'd started packing up my things to go 
home when my mother called. I knew she would. 

“Okay, I'll stop by on my way home. It’s fine; I’ll get some other 
things while I’m at it.” 


Hitoma Iruma 


“ sasWhassat?” 


“Shima-chan, bad news! The aliens are attacking!” 
“What. Did. You. Say?” 

“That’s what they said on TV.” 

“Oh, I saw that yesterday eve myself.” 

“Ah, thought so. Pretty cool, right?” 

“Mm-hmm. Quite the display.” 

“What do you think the aliens want?” 
“Hmm......Some candy maybe?” 

“You mean, that’s what Interstellar Shima-chan wants.” 
“She'll settle for an apple, too.” 

“T’ll never give in to the aliens. I’ll fight to the end!” 
“How dare you! I’m gonna getcha! I’m gonna getcha!” 
“Aah-ha-ha!” 


“Hey, uh, do you have any other friends, Shima-chan?” 

“Hmm? I’m friends with everyone.” 

“see? 

“You’re my pal, Taru-chan.” 

“T already knew thaaat.” 

“You did, did you?” 

“T don’t have a lot of friends, so I’m kinda jealous of you.” 

“But, Tarumi, my friends are your friends, you know?” 

“That’s not how it works.” 

“Why nooot?” 

“That might be a bit too complicated for you to understand, 
Shima-chan...” 

“What is this behavior? Stop trying to act so big.” 
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“Okay, then...... Hou-chan?” 

“That sounds kinda stretched out.” 

“Well, you’re always spaced out, so it works, no?” 
“No, it doesn’t.” 

“Well, I guess I’ll leave it at Shima-chan.” 

“See that you do.” 

“Why do I feel like you’re talking down to me......?” 
“Fine, then I’ll call you Taru-chan!” 

“Kay!” 


“You're kinda weird, aren’t ya, Shima-chan?” 

“You don’t say?” 

“Yeah, you talk funny, for one.” 

“Well, you’re funny-looking.” 

“Boooo.” 

“My mom talks like this, so it’s totally normal for me.” 

“Huuh, your mom? She’s probably super Shima-chan-ish.” 

“Yeah, she’s almost all Shima-chan.” 

“She is, eh?” 

“But I’m the only one who’s totally Shima-chan from my head 
to my toes, you know.” 

“Heh-heh, not if I’m squeezing your hand like this. Then a little 
bit of me gets mixed into you.” 

“Aaagh! You ruined my perfect Shima-chan!” 
“Shima-chan’s melting!” 


“Shima-chan, which do you like better, dogs or cats?” 
“Heh-heh-heh. I’ll act it out, so try to guess. Here I gooo! Maah!” 
“Huh? ...Is that a cat?” 

“Maah, maah.” 


‘Tarumi and 
Shimamura 
0.00000000000000000 


By Hitoma Iruma 
Illustration by Moke Yuzuhara 


“Do you like clay?” 

“Huh?” 

“Like, the clay you mush and squish.” 

“I—I guess? Oh, but you know, I don’t like when it gets under 
my nails.” 

“You should keep your nails nice and trim.” 

“Wh-who are you supposed to be—?” 

“Shima-chan, of course.” 

“Wha—?” 

“Now, come along and play with Shima-chan.” 
ide Shima-chan?” 


“Would it be weird to say Shimamura-chan?” 
“Everyone calls me Shima-chan, ya know.” 

“Hmph. Hmm, but I’m gonna call you something else.” 
“Qh-hooh.” 

“Your first name’s Hougetsu, right?” 

“Yuppers.” 


